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cannot possibly depend on the Church in any shape or form
because it was dictated to men by the Holy Spirit; all that the
Church could do was to admit that this was so, and if it did not do
so that would only be so much the worse for the Church. Thus
the Word of God must be authoritative, since it is, in fact, the
pronouncement of the Holy Spirit.1 To this we must reply: it
may or may not be the case that the Holy Spirit dictated His mes-
sage to the Scriptural writers; if He did, the Zwinglian conclusion,
of course, follows. But the very question to which we are seeking
an answer is whether He did so or not, whether the truth was in
some way revealed to these writers. Who is to tell us? The writers
themselves, or the personal and corporate experience of the great
body of Christians, or Luther's evangelical experience, or Zwingli,
or the Council of Trent, or our own inner light, or something
that we have not yet discovered? In other words, we are
thrown back on the problem of authority in one of its acutest
forms.
But Zwingli's answer to the objection can be re-stated in a less
vulnerable form.   The_JBitjle_isjtho. Word of God, and therefore
Authoritative; this statement does not depend on the concrete fact
t&at the Holy Spirit dictated the Bible to its writers, which cannot
be finally established as a fact; it is the object of faith, like the ex-
istence of God and the redemption achieved by Jesus,^Christ. A
man or a community either has this faith or does not have_ it; IKeT
Church in the .early centuries-had Jt^andrQxerefbrejaaserted that
the Sacred Canon_consisted of certain books and no others;
Zron^rEaZ it; thos^w^LO^d^gute the Bible's authority do not
haveiL^TEefeSre the authorit^ToflB^
thaFofthe GhurclTof from^any source whatsoever*
Tnere is ncTSouBfT^^                                              does meet
the objection, and is in itself unassailable by argument, unless
we are prepared to say that it makes the individual's faith, which
is at the mercy of every ewind of teaching3, the final authority.
But even if we are not prepared to say this, we can at any rate
surely demand that an object of faith should be consistent with
what we scientifically know about the universe, with a rational
view of the universe and with other objects of faith. It must be
maintained that the belief that the Bible is supremely authorita-
tive is not so consistent, and that the arguments adduced against
Luther's solution to the problem of authority on pp. 58-60 show
that it is not so consistent.
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